Regional anesthetic block of the major nerves in the axillary sheath at the level of the third part of the axillary artery is common.
It is widely accepted because the artery and nerves are close to the skin, the technique is simple, and major complications are apparently absent3. This article presents a complication of axillary block anesthesia that,
we believe, has not been reported before.
Case Report
A sixty-five-year-old man had a twenty-six-year history of rheumatoid
arthritis.
An axillary block of the right brachial plexus was performed for an arthroplasty of a metacarpophalangeal joint on the right hand, with interposition of a spacer of silicone rubber. No funds were received in support of this study. 
